A summary of the known mononuclear transition metal complexes incorporating the tetraphosphorus ligand is provided. The synthesis and the main structural and bonding properties of these complexes are briefly discussed with particular emphasis given to the structural aspects of the M-ƒÅ x -P4 complexes (x = 1, 2, 4) authenticated by crystallographic methods.
Pbasal,(P2,P3,P4).
In complexes 1, 3 and 10 only the Papical is coordinated to the metal centre while the other three P-atoms occupy the vertices of a triangular cyclo-P3 ring. Thus, it is possible to distinguish three classes of structurally relevant bonds: i)M-Papical, ii) Papical -Pbasal and iii) Pbasal-Pbasal (Table II) . These are listed in Table II (Table II) .
Noticeably, the type of P4-deformation found for complex 1 is opposite to that found for 3 and 10, (Table  II) The molecular structures of 13, 16, 17 and 18 are shown in Figures 2(d) -(g) whereas selected bond distances are listed in Table IV . 
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